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OYO Seniors
DeMarus Allen, clarinet
DeMarus Allen has been a member 
of OYO and YPSO for two years, 
during which time he served a term 
as Representative to the OYO Board. 
Last summer DeMarus played in 
New York’s famed Carnegie Hall 
with YPSO and was accepted to the 
National High School Music Institute 
at Northwestern University where he 
played principal clarinet, bass clarinet, 
and E-flat clarinet. DeMarus is gradu-
ating with honors from Pinole Val-
ley High School, where he has been 
an active member of the Symphonic 
Band, musical pit orchestra, French 
Club, Forensics, the Youth Educators 
Program, and worked as a tutor at 
PVHS. He is also a life member of the 
California Scholarship Federation. De-
Marus received one of the KRON TV 
Students Rising Above Scholarships 
and several others. He will attend 
Northwestern University in the fall 
and major in clarinet performance.

Kate Bokan-Smith, violin
A three-year member of OYO, Katie 
will be graduating from San Domenico 
High School in San Anselmo this June. 
In addition to playing the violin for 12 
years, Katie also plays the viola in the 
prestigious Virtuoso Program at San 
Domenico. As well as participating in 
the Orchestra da Camera at San Do-
menico, Katie also enjoys performing 
in chamber music ensembles at San 

Domenico as well as at The Crowden 
School during the summer. For the 
past two years, Katie has performed in 
the Junior Bach Festival with the Or-
chestra da Camera, this year perform-
ing as one of the soloists. Throughout 
her high school career, Katie has 
received Merit Scholarship Awards 
for being a member of the Virtuoso 
Program and is also a lifetime member 
of the California Scholarship Fed-
eration and National Honor Society. 
Katie plans to attend the University 
of California, Berkeley in the fall to 
study Journalism, but will continue her 
studies in violin and viola and hopes to 
join the UC Berkeley Symphony.

Agnieszka Borzuchowski, 
violin
Aga, a four-year veteran of OYO, 
started taking violin lessons at age 8. 
She played with BYO, YPSO, and per-
formed at Carnegie Hall with YPSO 
when she was 14. She is graduating 
from Las Lomas High School and will 
attend Diablo Valley College in the 
fall. Aga loved the Italy Tour and is 
excited about going to Australia and 
New Zealand.

Bridget Chang, cello
Bridget Chang, co-principal cellist, 
joined OYO in 1998. She will be 
graduating from San Domenico High 
School  and starting UCLA in the fall. 
At San Domenico, she performs in 
the Orchestra da Camera as principal 
cellist as well as in chamber music 

ensembles in the Virtuoso Program.  In 
previous summers, she has attended 
Summer Music Berkeley and the 
National High School Music Institute 
at Northwestern. She currently stud-
ies with Sandy Walsh-Wilson of the 
Alexander String Quartet.

Samuel Chen, violin
After five years with the Oakland 
Youth Orchestra, Samuel will graduate 
from Mission San Jose High School in 
Fremont this June. Being the “super-
senior” of OYO, Sam is one of the few 
remaining members of the original 
2001 Italy Tour ensemble and will 
have been the Concertmaster of OYO 
for both the 2001 and the 2004 tours. 
Samuel also plays the keyboard, sings, 
and has participated in many music 
ensembles, choral ensembles, and 
chamber groups. He graduates as the 
Activities Coordinator and Co-founder 
of his school’s Ultimate Frisbee Club 
as well as a 4-year letterman and 
Senior Captain of his Varsity Volley-
ball Team. Samuel is off to the Uni-
versity of California at Irvine in the 
Fall where he plans to double major in 
Biological Science and Criminology, 
and might even keep on playing the 
fiddle.

Homer Chiang, trombone
Homer AKA HoCo, soon to complete 
his 3-year OYO sentence, began play-
ing trombone in the 5th grade. Prior to 
joining OYO, he played with the Fre-
mont Youth Symphony for 3 seasons, 



including its inauguratory season. He 
will be graduating from Mission San 
Jose High School, where he proudly 
holds the title of loudest trombonist, 
to attend Cornell University in the fall. 
When not practicing trombone, Homer 
is probably sketching something. 
Years of martial arts training has made 
him an experienced swordsman as 
well as a die-hard ninja fanatic.

Benjamin Gan, violin
A two-year member of OYO, Ben will 
be graduating from Lick Wilmerding 
High School in San Francisco this 
June. Ben has been participating in his 
school orchestras since middle school, 
and has performed in many music en-
sembles. Ben enjoys music in variety 
ways: he is the President of the Break-
dance Club at Lick Wilmerding High 
School. In the fall Ben will attend 
Macalester College in St. Paul, MN, 
where he plans to major in Physics. He 
plans to continue playing violin and 
hopes to join his college orchestra.

Erika Oba, flute
Erika Oba has been in OYO for the 
past two years. She started playing 
the piano in first grade and the flute in 
fifth grade. She is currently a senior 
at Berkeley High School in the Inde-
pendent Studies program. At BHS, 
she has played in the Orchestra, the 
Concert Band, the Spring Musical, the 
Jazz Lab Band, the Jazz Ensemble and 
one of the combos. Erika has been a 
student of the UC Berkeley’s Young 
Musician’s Program for the past 7 
years, and has participated in programs 
such as the Composers in the Schools 
Project, Feather River Jazz Camp, 
the Berkeley Jazz School, and the 
MidAmerica Productions High School 
National Wind Ensemble as well as the 
Oaktown Jazz Workshops and Winds 
Across the Bay. This fall she will be 
attending Oberlin College where she 
hopes to major in either Environmen-
tal Studies or East Asian Studies, and 
plans to apply for the Double Degree 
Program with the Conservatory.

Jessica Peterson, bassoon
Jessica has been in OYO for three 
years. She has also played in GAYO 
for three years. Jessica is graduat-
ing from College Park High School 
in Pleasant Hill with honors. She 
received a Governor’s Scholarship 
for STAR testing, and the Rossmoor 
Scholarship. Besides her strong aca-
demic record Jessica has been active 
in the theatre at College Park. She has 
played piano for “Grease” and bassoon 
for “Cinderella,” as well as assisting 
with tech and house in many other 
productions. Jessica has been accepted 
at UC Santa Cruz and has received 
a generous scholarship. She will be 
attending this fall, majoring in some-
thing spectacular.

Ruthie Price, percussion
Ruthie Price has been a member of 
OYO for 1 and 1/2 years. She also 
plays with the San Francisco All Star 
High School Ensemble, Oaktown Jazz 
Workshops, the Skyline High Jazz 
Band, and in a rock band called the 
foundation. Ruthie has been playing 
the drums for 12 years, and the piano 
for three. She plans to go to Cal State 
Hayward to study music and business. 
Ruthie wants to be a professional mu-
sician playing all over the world, and 
a marketing consultant for a record 
label.

Paul Smith-Stewart, bass
Paul is a senior at Marin Catholic High 
School. This is his first year in OYO 
playing upright bass. Prior to OYO he 
played with the Marin Youth Orches-
tra. Paul has played in Jazz Band, 
Symphonic Band and with the Strings 
Orchestra for four years at Marin 
Catholic. In addition he plays electric 
bass in two rock bands, Tremor Toe 
and New Speak. He plays local small 
clubs and concert halls and has cut one 
demo CD and full-length album with 
Tremor Toe, containing their original 
music. He is also the bass player in 
a ska band named, Custy Chib. They 

recently won grand prize and audience 
favorite at the Marin Catholic Solo and 
Ensemble Festival. At the Spring 2003 
Santa Cruz Jazz Festival Paul received 
“A Special Citation For Outstanding 
Musicianship” from the International 
Association for Jazz Education for his 
bass solo at the beginning of “Hai-
tian Fight song” by Charles Mingus. 
He has recently been accepted and is 
planning to attend Cal Poly in the fall 
where he will be majoring in music.

Charlie Stephen, viola
Having spent 3 long strenuous, tortur-
ous years in OYO, Charlie has finally 
gotten his ticket out. He will be going 
to college at San Francisco State Uni-
versity, where he will major in graphic 
design, and minor in music. Charlie 
has studied violin since he was 9 years 
old, and just this year has taken up the 
viola. He has enjoyed his experience 
here in OYO very much and would 
like to further his studies in music by 
joining the orchestra at SF State.

Noel Swanson, trumpet
Noel W. Swanson joined the OYO 
trumpet section at the start of the 
2002-2003 season. In addition to his 
two-year tenure with OYO, Noel has 
served for the past five years as prin-
cipal trumpet with the Young Artists 
Symphony Orchestra under the direc-
tion of Steven Accatino. Noel also per-
forms regularly with the San Ramon 
Valley High School Jazz Ensemble 
and various honor groups at the state 
and county levels. A student of Oak-
land East Bay Symphony trumpeters 
Lenny Ott and Tony Caviglia, Noel 
himself teaches music lessons to el-
ementary and middle school students, 
an activity which he feels has contrib-
uted immensely to his own growth as 
a musician. When he is not teaching or 
playing the trumpet, Noel spends his 
time hiking, fencing, and writing. Af-
ter completing his senior year at San 
Ramon, Noel plans to attend Harvard 
University where he hopes to pursue 
his interests in physics, philosophy, 
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OYO Blasts from the Pastand, of course, music.

Jean Wang, flute
This year was Jean’s first and last at OYO. 
Jean has been playing flute since the 
7th grade and has been participating 
in various school bands and orchestras 
ever since. Jean will be graduating 
from Mission San Jose High School 
this June and plans on attending Johns 
Hopkins University to study Biomedi-
cal Engineering. Besides the flute, 
Jean enjoys playing badminton and 
practicing martial arts. She would like 
to thank her parents for supporting her 
in flute and everything else. Thanks 
also to Sam and Homer for driving her 
to Oakland every sunday.

Sarah Yow, french horn
Sarah Yow has been a member of 
Oakland Youth Orchestra for three 
years. She has enjoyed participating 
twice in California’s All-State Honor 
band, as well as playing for commu-
nity orchestras and for pit orchestras 
with musicals, operas, and ballets. 
Sarah has a penchant for playing in 
her church’s brass quintet, entering 
concerto competitions, and expanding 
her classical repertoire. She has per-
formed as a winner of the local Solo & 
Ensemble Competition for the past six 
years. In her spare time, Sarah relishes 
creative writing. Sarah will gradu-
ate from Livermore High School this 
June, go on tour with OYO, and pro-
ceed to further her education at Luther 
College in Decorah, Iowa, pursuing 
a double major in music performance 
and English.

“Lorraine Hunt Lieberson, who once made 
heavenly sounds with her viola while a 
member of OYO, is now one of the inter-
national opera world’s most sublime so-
pranos.” Cheryl North, 5/21/2004.  photo 
by Betsy London (Lori’s stand partner). 
May, 1971.

Cannonball Adderley and Denis deCoteau 
at the Monterey Jazz Festival with the 
“Youth Chamber Orchestra,” 9/20/1970.

Bob Hughes conducting “Youth Chamber Orchestra” 4/9/1967. Musicians include: 
Tom Halpin, concertmaster, Skip Bouton, violin, Grace Selk and Fannie Burleigh, 
violas, Doug Blumenstock, cello, Maquette Kuper, flute, Marc Schachman and Doro-
thy Isaacson, oboe, and Greg Barber and Jean McCown, bassoon. Photo and memo-
ries courtesy of Larry London.

May, 1984, maestros Bob Hughes and 
Kent Nagano team up to celebrate the 20th 
Anniversary. OYO was then the “Oakland 
Symphony Youth Orchestra.”
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The Oakland Youth Orchestra covers less than half of our seasonal expenses through 
tuition. The remainder must be raised each year through events, fundraisers, grants, 
and donations. Help us maintain our internationally acclaimed program and scholarship 
assistance. 
Contributions made in support of the Oakland Youth Orchestra are tax-deductible.

 In memory of     In honor of _____________________________________
 Operations (unrestricted)     Scholarships        Tour

Enclosed please find my contribution   $50     $100     $150     $______
Name:                                                                  Phone:
Street:                                                    City:                              State:         Zip:
 Please send me information about including OYO in my will.

Oakland Youth Orchestra, 1428 Alice Street, 202M, Oakland, CA 94612  • 510-832-7710

Be there for OYO

Noteworthy is published by 
the Oakland Youth Orchestra, a tax-exempt 

501(c)3  non-profit organization.

OYO  1994-1995 with maestro Wes Kenney.

OYO  1986-1991 with maestro Samuel Cristler

How do you get into OYO?

1. Play an orchestra instrument well.
2. Take private lessons and  practice, practice, practice.
3. Join a band or a wind ensemble or a jazz group or 
another orchestra. Keep practicing.
4. Audition for OYO in the spring. Sometimes students 
audition 3 years in a row before they get in!

Send us your name, address, parents’ names, date of 
birth, and instrument, and we’ll put you on our list 

to receive an application.

OYO Auditions June 1-3


